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WELCOME TO ST MARY’S

Services This Week

Sunday 17
th

March   8.00 - Holy Communion
10.00 - Worship for Everyone –

Non Eucharistic
10.30 - Holy Communion at Dagnall
12.00 - Parish Lunch in the Village Hall

Monday 18
th

19.30 - Bell Ringing Practice
Tuesday 19

th
19.30 - Lent Course led by 

Rev’d Stephen Burge –
Angels and the Worship of 
Heaven; at Kensworth

Wednesday 20
th

10.00 - Holy Communion
Thursday 21

st
18.00 - Beavers

Saturday 23
rd

10.00 - An Easter Coffee Morning at All 
Saints’, Dagnall

Sunday 24
th

10.00 - Parish Eucharist Palm Sunday

                                   Hymns Today
496, 499, 126, 172, 112

Important Information

Please note our 10am Sunday service today will be live streamed.

Collection of your envelopes and other offerings will now be taken during 
the service. We also have the Sum Up unit on the desk by the South 
Door, for easy contactless payment of your donations. Or you could scan 
the QR code (please see on the large notice board) on your mobile phone.

17TH MARCH 2024 – LENT 5

Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday -

please do not contact her on this day.

Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)



Collect 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who 
suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 
Jeremiah 31:31–34 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD.  But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.  No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hebrews 5:5–10 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; 
as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest for ever, according to 
the order of Melchizedek.’  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission.  Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 
he suffered;  and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a 
high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 
 

John 12:20–33 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
Glory to you O Lord 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 



Philip went and told Jesus.  Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.  Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honour.  ‘Now my soul is troubled.  And what should I say – 
“Father, save me from this hour”?  No, it is for this reason that I have come 
to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.’  Then a voice came from heaven,  
‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’  The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder.  Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to 
him.’   Jesus answered,  ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  
Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’  He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you O Christ  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you O Christ 
 
 

 
 

 
For Our Prayers: 

In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the Church of the 
Province of the Congo and in our own diocese, those training for Lay 
Ministry. 
In our own community we pray today for all who live in Moor End Close, 
Eatongate Close, Waterside and Mill End Close. 
We pray for those who care for our churches and churchyard and the Eco 
Group. 
In the wider world, we pray for medical services and medical research. 
We pray for the sick; and those who have died  recently. We pray for them 
and their families; and for all those grieving over the loss of loved ones at 
this time. 
At their year’s mind, we remember Phyllis Donald, Cyril Wyke and  
Len Surry. 

 

A verse for us to reflect on:  
 

James 4 v10 
 

Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up. 

  
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel of the Church. 



Notices 
LENT WITH ANGELS  Everyone is invited to join us this Lent with a 
course led by Rev’d Stephen Burge in Kensworth Church Hall at 7.30pm: 
This  Tuesday 19th March  Angels and the Worship of Heaven 
. 
MAUNDY THURSDAY VIGIL As is customary, a silent vigil will be kept in 
Eaton Bray Church from the end of the evening service.  If you are able 
and are willing to participate could you please please add your name(s)  to 
the sheet on the bookcase.       Thank you. 
 
PRAYER & PRAISE GROUP will meet in St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray, 
at 10.30am on Tuesday 26th March where a warm welcome awaits all who 
would like to join us. 
 
COFFEE MORNING There will be an Easter Coffee Morning at 10.00 – 
12.00 in All Saints’ Church, Dagnall; in aid of the upkeep of Dagnall 
Church.  Contributions of cakes etc would be very welcome. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for cake and coffee!  
 
EASTER MONDAY PILGRIMAGE This years Easter Monday Pilgrimage 
will take place on 1 April 2024 with the theme of All Things New.  From 
14.30 - 17.00. Hundreds of us will be journeying to the Cathedral from 
across the diocese and beyond for an Easter celebration. The informal 
service of Holy Communion will start at 3pm, but we’ll start processing into 
the Cathedral from 2.30pm. The service will led by Bishop Jane, during 
which we’ll sing together, and hear some excellent short Easter reflections. 
Dogs are welcome and most of us sit on the floor, although chairs are 
available if you’d prefer that. And don’t forget to bring along a picnic to 
have in front of the Cathedral beforehand.  Lots more information available 
at https://www.stalbansdiocese.org/EMP 
 

GOOD FRIDAY MARCH 29th 10.30am - 12.30pm 
 
 
 

Come for some St Mary’s Easter Holiday Fun 
in the Village Hall, Eaton Bray 

 

All primary school age children and toddlers  
  with parents, grandparents or carers are welcome 

 

Activities, Singing & Bible Stories! 
The theme will be ‘The Easter Story’ 

There will be fish fingers to eat for lunch! 
 


