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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                                     12TH APRIL 2026


Services this week
		Sunday 12th April					10.00		Parish Eucharist
		Monday 13th         				19.30		Ringing Practice
		Tuesday 14th					8.00		Roof repairs
							10.30		Prayer & Praise at the home of Diane Goodwin
		Wednesday 15th					10.00		Morning Prayer
		Thursday 16th 					18.30		PCC meeting
		Sunday 19th					8.00		Holy Communion
							10.00		Café Church
							10.30		Holy Communion 
									at All Saints’, Dagnall
							12.00		Parish Lunch in Village Hall
	
Hymns Today
161, 136, 159, 153, 148
	
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service EB  today, will be live streamed.

	 			Collect
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)















Acts 2:14a, 22–32
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd,  ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I 
have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know – this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.  But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.  For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope.  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption.  You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”   Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne.  Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
1 Peter 1:3–9
A reading from the first letter of Peter.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith – being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God




John 20:19–31
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you O Lord
When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.’  Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ





A verse for us to reflect on: Psalm 95:6
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the LORD our Maker
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 












FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean  and in our own diocese, Churches in the Deanery of Wheathampstead.
In our own community we pray today for all who live in Church Lane, Booth Place, Woodside, May Close and Knight’s Court.
We pray for marriage preparation and those preparing for their weddings.
In the wider world we pray about climate change and care our planet.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Francis Cope, Rosie Reeves, Charles Stable, Peggy Croxford, Muriel Rogers, Ron Green, Charlotte Gaskins, Margaret Alexander, Olive Sutton, Kathleen Dean, Doug Worley, Bryan Griffiths and Jean Jaggs.

NOTICES
A HUGE THANKYOU
Last Saturday’s Coffee Morning was another great successful social occasion; thanks to the ever growing team of wonderful. willing helpers who just see what needs doing and do it!  It would appear that everyone wants these mornings to be a success and therefore, they are!.Some 98 people came, ate delicious home bakes, drank coffee/tea, chatted and enjoyed the morning!!  And donated generously – thankyou. See you again on Saturday 2nd May!


APCM AND ELECTORAL ROLL
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary for which last year’s Electoral Roll will shortly be revised. The roll from last year will soon be displayed on the notice board in church during Sunday services. Please advise Gareth Jones (Electoral Roll Officer) of any amendments if needed eg change of address etc.  If you are not on the roll and would like to be included please pick up an application form from the central bookcase in church or speak to Gareth or Catherine Hayden (Churchwarden).   Many Thanks, Gareth

PEOPLE POWER
Like all churches, St Mary's needs People Power! Can you help by offering yourself for one of these jobs? 
Parish Safeguarding Officer, PCC Secretary, PCC Member, Deanery Synod Rep, Sidesperson, Music@St Mary’s Organiser, Publicity Helper, Parish Lunch Cook, Church Cleaners, Church Representative on Eaton Bray’s Hall Committee. Pew Leaflet Editor Helper.
If you want to help but not sure what role would be right for you, please speak to Joy, Catherine or Barbara for more information.  We need you!

BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection of Christian books on the shelf near the coffee area, for you to borrow. The books cover a range of topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books. And if you really enjoyed one of them and wish to keep it or pass it on to a friend who might enjoy it then please do.
We will aim to rotate some of the titles as and when and if the Library proves popular we will hopefully try and obtain some more.  
Happy reading!



JOY’S RETIREMENT EVENT
Joy's last service with us will be at 10am on Sunday 26th April.  After the service there will be a presentation of gifts followed by a buffet lunch to which all are invited.  Do come to the service if you can, and stay to enjoy the refreshments whilst taking the opportunity to express our thanks to Joy and wish her and Dave a very happy retirement.



image1.png




image2.jpeg
000 ‘PUZIBUZ J0 URINU BU) o JOUN0D SAOUSIGUORY SUL &

s, AIefA] 15

4





image3.jpeg
000 ‘PUZIBUZ J0 URINU BU) o JOUN0D SAOUSIGUORY SUL &

s, AIefA] 15

4





