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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                
              1ST MARCH 2026; Lent 2 / St David’s Day





Services this week
	Sunday 1st March 		  8.00	Holy Communion
		10.00	Parish Eucharist
	Monday 2nd       		19.30	Bell Ringing Practice
	Tuesday 3rd 		19.30	Second NCG Lent Group at Totternhoe Church Hall
	Wednesday 4th    	10.00	Holy Communion  
	Thursday 5th  		  	9.30	Eaton Bray Academy – 
						yrs 5 & 6
		18.00	Beavers
	Saturday 7th 	10.30	Coffee Morning
	Sunday 8th	10.00	Parish Eucharist
			
	                      Hymns Today
        424, sheet – Above the voices of the world, 432, 475, 609
                34
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service today will be live streamed.


Collect
Almighty God, who called your servant David to be a faithful and wise steward of your mysteries for the people of Wales: in your mercy, grant that, following his purity of life and zeal for the gospel of Christ, we may with him receive the crown of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Genesis 12:1–4a
A reading from the book of Genesis.
The LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’  So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

Romans 4:1–5, 13–17
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.
What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the scripture say?  ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’  Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.  For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) - Abraham believed in the presence of the God who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

John 3:1–17
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you O Lord
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be 


astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.”  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’  Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ
FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the  Church of the Province of Central Africa and in our own diocese, Churches in the Deanery of Rickmansworth.
In our own community we pray today for those who live in Northall – Leighton Road, The Sears, The Peppiatts and Knolls View.
We pray for Joy, Gordon, John, Chris and Stephen.
In the wider world we pray for peace in the world and for all political leaders.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Ted Smith, Alf Hall, Richard Reay, Edna West, Lily Creamer, Ian McDonald, Richard Windmill, Grace Hebbes, Dorothy Johnson and Barry Ackland.


A verse for us to reflect on: Matthew 5:13,14
You are the salt of the earth…you are the life of the world
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 








NOTICES
NCG LENT COURSE 2026    The Adventure of Prayer!
Join the NCG at Totternhoe Church Hall, LU6 1RH on Tuesday evenings: 
March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th and March 24th to investigate 
‘The Adventure of Prayer’.  
All sessions start with refreshments at 7.30pm, concluding with a short act of worship and ending at 9.00pm.  
· March 3rd 		Praying with spiritual gifts
· March 10th		Praying with icons
· March 17th		Praying with the Iona Community
· March 24th		Help! I’m too busy to pray!

COFFEE MORNING
It’s time for Coffee & Cake in St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray this Saturday, 7th March from 10.30 – 12.00!  Those home made savoury items and cakes are calling!  It’s a great way to start the weekend – catchng up with all the news from friends over cake and coffee!  Looking forward to seeing you, Marion.

PEOPLE POWER
All churches operate on people power and at St Mary's we are grateful to have so many volunteers.  However, there is always a need for more workers in the vineyard, people who can offer their time, energy and dedication to making things happen. Please prayerfully consider if you can take on a role in our church and in so doing, help fulfil our Christian mission in these villages. More details coming soon!

WANTED
Empty plastic food package trays, please – for the activity of making Easter Gardens at our Good Friday Messy Church.  Thanking you in anticipation…..
Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)


















	Please take this leaflet home with you, for reference
Or visit our website www.stmaryseatonbray.org.ukVicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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