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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S    15TH MARCH 2026 8am & 10am; Lent 4; Mothering Sunday




Services this week
	Sunday 15th  March - Mothering Sunday
			  8.00	Holy Communion
		10.00	Family Communion
			10.30	Holy Communion at 
					All Saints, Dagnall
	Monday 16th       		13.30	Eaton Bray  Academy
			19.30	Bell Ringing Practice
	Tuesday 17th  		  9.00	Alarm Maintenance
		19.30	Fourth NCG Lent Group at Totternhoe Church Hall
	Wednesday 18th    	10.00	Holy Communion  
	Thursday 19th 		13.30	Eaton Bray Academy
				18.00	Beavers
	Sunday 22nd	 10.00	Parish Eucharist with Baptism
			12.00	Parish Lunch in Village Hall
	
            	                                Hymns Today
Sheet – Our God is a great big God, 253, 468, 507, 362 
                34
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service today will be live streamed.


Collect
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen

Psalm 34.11–20
Come, children, and listen to meI I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  Who among you loves life and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?   Come, children, and listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  Keep your tongue from evil-speaking and your lips from lying words.  Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.   Come, children, and listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry.  The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to root out the remembrance of them from the earth.  Come, children, and listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. The righteous cry and the Lord hears them and delivers them from all their troubles.   The Lord is near to the broken hearted and will save those whose spirits are crushed.  Come, children, and listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord will deliver him out of them all.  He will keep safe all his bones; not one of them shall be broken.  Come, children, and listen to me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

Colossians 3:12–17
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

John 19:25b–27
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you O Lord
Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’  Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ

FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the  Church of the Province of the Congo and in our own diocese, those training for Lay Ministry.
In our own community we pray today for those who live in the Chequers, Medley Close, Yew Tree Close, Bower Laner and Harling Road.
We pray for house groups, study groups and growth in faith.
In the wider world we pray for children in need and at risk.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Winifred Lousvet, Dennis Holloway, Phyllis  Donald and Cyril Wyke.

A verse for us to reflect on: Matthew 5:13,14
You are the salt of the earth…you are the life of the world
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 






NOTICES

NOTICES FOR NEXT WEEK’S PEW LEAFLET
Please send these to Marion – mdhmhsh@btinternet.com - by 6pm on Tuesday 17th March.  Thankyou.


A HUGE THANKYOU!
To everyone who helped in ANY WAY with last week’s Cake and Coffee Morning!  The Church was buzzing; I counted about 100 people.  This is a record!  We thank the Beavers, their parents and organisers for helping to tidy the churchyard ready for Spring!  These occasions could not go ahead without a multitude of helpers, and I thank you all very much – Marion.  It will all happen again on Easter Saturday, April 4th at 10.30.


EASTER LILIES
If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one towards the cost of the Easter lilies in church, please see Catherine Hayden or Barbara Morton.  Thank you.  



DAGNALL SPRING COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 28th March, from 10.00am – 12.00pm in Dagnall Church. 
Come and enjoy a coffee/tea and cake, 
along with catching up with friends



PEOPLE POWER
Like all churches, St Mary's needs People Power! Can you help by offering yourself for one of these jobs? 

Parish Safeguarding Officer, PCC Secretary, PCC Member, Deanery Synod Rep, Sidesperson, Music@St Mary’s Organiser, Publicity Helper, Parish Lunch Cook, Church Cleaners, Church Representative on Eaton Bray’s Hall Committee. Pew Leaflet Editor Helper.

If you want to help but not sure what role would be right for you, please speak to Joy, Catherine or Barbara for more information.  We need you!




GORDON GRAY
Gordon has officially retired from Lay Reader Ministry - you can find our thank-you to him in the News section of the St Mary's website. You can also see the latest Vicar's Letter in the "About Us" section, plus information and reminders about what's going on in our church on a weekly basis. Scroll down the home page for upcoming events, plus you can browse through the different headings for more general information. And if you have anything you would like added to the website please send it to elizabethaxford@yahoo.co.uk



NCG LENT COURSE 2026    The Adventure of Prayer!
Join the NCG at Totternhoe Church Hall, LU6 1RH on Tuesday evenings:
All sessions start with refreshments at 7.30pm, concluding with a short act of worship and ending at 9.00pm.  
· March 17th		Praying with the Iona Community
· March 24th		Help! I’m too busy to pray!




WANTED
Empty plastic food package trays, please – for the activity of making Easter Gardens at our Good Friday Messy Church.  Thanking you in anticipation…..

ELECTORAL ROLL
Last year’s Electoral Roll will shortly be revised in preparation for the APCM on 10th May. The roll from last year will soon be displayed on the notice board in church during Sunday services. Please advise Gareth Jones (Electoral Roll Officer) of any amendments if needed eg change of address etc.  If you are not on the roll and would like to be included please pick up an application form from the central bookcase in church or speak to Gareth or Catherine Hayden (Churchwarden).
Many Thanks, Gareth

APCM
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary.

BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
Some of you may have noticed over the last few months a small selection of Christian books for borrowing on the shelf near the coffee area at the back of the church.
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection! The books cover a range topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books. And if you really enjoyed one of them and wish to keep it or pass it on to a friend who might enjoy it then please do.
These books are full of encouragement and insight to help us understand more about God, the Bible and our own journey of faith through daily life. We will aim to rotate some of the titles as and when and if the Library proves popular we will hopefully try and obtain some more.  Happy reading!



Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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