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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                              5TH APRIL 2026; Easter Day


Services this week
		Easter Sunday 5th April			8.00		Holy Communion
							10.00		Sung Eucharist followed by 
									Easter Egg Hunt
							10.30		Family Communion at All Saints, Dagnall.
		Monday 6th         					19.30		Ringing Practice
		Thursday 9th 					13.00		Engineer in Church
		Sunday 12th 					10.00		Parish Eucharist
	
Hymns Today
157, 147, 137, 150, 160

	
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service EB  today, will be live streamed.


	 			Collect
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.  Amen

Colossians 3:1–4
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God


Acts 10:34–43
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius.  ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all.  That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.   He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.   All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God

John 20:1–18
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you O Lord
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes.  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to



look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’  She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’  When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?  For whom are you looking?’  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’  She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go to my brothers and say to them,  “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ


FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the  Province of York in England and in our own diocese, the Diocesan Board of Finance.
In our own community we pray today for all who live in The Rye, Wheatlands, Green Lane, Totternhoe Road and Honeywick Lane.
We pray for our Bishops, Andrew Rumsey (St Albans), Richard (Bedford) and Jane (Hertford).
In the wider world we pray for our Care of the Environment.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Richard Thorne, Rosie Bennett, Maureen Cecil, Gerald Vass, Joyce Stoten, Joyce Noonan,      Anthony Roberts, Ivy Hawkes, Lilian Coster, Cali Gealy, Andrew Plater and Mavis Lee.

A verse for us to reflect on: Psalm 95:6
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the LORD our Maker
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 







NOTICES

WEDNESDAY, 8th APRIL
NB There is no service this Wednnesday, 8th April.

APCM AND ELECTORAL ROLL
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary for which last year’s Electoral Roll will shortly be revised. The roll from last year will soon be displayed on the notice board in church during Sunday services. Please advise Gareth Jones (Electoral Roll Officer) of any amendments if needed eg change of address etc.  If you are not on the roll and would like to be included please pick up an application form from the central bookcase in church or speak to Gareth or Catherine Hayden (Churchwarden).   Many Thanks, Gareth

PEOPLE POWER
Like all churches, St Mary's needs People Power! Can you help by offering yourself for one of these jobs? 
Parish Safeguarding Officer, PCC Secretary, PCC Member, Deanery Synod Rep, Sidesperson, Music@St Mary’s Organiser, Publicity Helper, Parish Lunch Cook, Church Cleaners, Church Representative on Eaton Bray’s Hall Committee. Pew Leaflet Editor Helper.
If you want to help but not sure what role would be right for you, please speak to Joy, Catherine or Barbara for more information.  We need you!

BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection of Christian books on the shelf near the coffee area, for you to borrow. The books cover a range of topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books. And if you really enjoyed one of them and wish to keep it or pass it on to a friend who might enjoy it then please do.
We will aim to rotate some of the titles as and when and if the Library proves popular we will hopefully try and obtain some more.  
Happy reading!
Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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