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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                                     26TH APRIL 2026




Services this week
		Sunday 26th April					10.00		Parish Eucharist
							11.00		Joy’s Retirement Event
		Monday 27th         				19.30		Ringing Practice
		Tuesday 28th 					10.30		Pathlight Group at the home of Diane Goodwin
							11.00		Funeral
		Wednesday 29th  				10.00		Holy Communion
		Thursday 30th   					18.00		Beavers
		Saturday 2nd May					10.30		Coffee Morning 
		Sunday 3rd  					8.00		Holy Communion
							10.00		Parish Eucharist
		

                                           Hymns Today
    166, 622, Sheet – In Christ alone, 308, 612

	
		
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service EB  today, will be streamed.



	 	
		Collect
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen




Acts 2:42–47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Many were baptized and were added to the community. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  And day by day the Lord added to their numberthose who were being saved.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

1 Peter 2:19–25
A reading from the first letter of Peter.
Brothers and sisters: It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.  If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that?  But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

John 10:1–10
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you O Lord
Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.  He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  They will not  follow a stranger,




but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.’  Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’
This  is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ



A verse for us to reflect on: Psalm 95:6
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the LORD our Maker
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 










FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the Anglcan Church in Japan and in our own diocese, the Diocesan Office.
In our own community we pray today for all who live in these roads in Dagnall – Dunstable Road, Nelson Road and Hamilton Close.
We pray for the church’s pastoral ministry in the community.
In the wider world we pray for  food banks and all who run them and those who access them.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Tom Cowper, Wilfred Brook, Diane Hill, Brian Walker, John Batley, Philip Day, Ronald Penny, Joan Calder and Violet Warren.

NOTICES

FOOD BANK
Next Sunday is Foodbank Sunday when we make our donations to the Foodbank. Most required items currently are Tinned fruit, Long life fruit juice, Solid meats, Long life milk (cartons), Tinned vegetables, Savoury treats e.g. crisps, crackers, savoury snacks 
Many thanks.  Kind regards, Iain Stubbs & the Foodbank team





PATHLIGHT GROUP
The next Pathlight group will meet 28th April at 10,30 at the home of Diane Goodwin. This monthly bible study group aims to discover more about God’s love and His plans for us by looking at the stories in the Bible. Everyone welcome and no commitment to come every time! If you'd like to come along do speak to Chriss H or Diane G for the address. 

COFFEE MORNING
Next Saturday, 2nd May is time for Cake and Coffee’ in St Mary’s from 10.30am - 12.00. There will be home made cakes and savoury bites to eat; coffee/teas to drink; chance to win a raffle prize; the opportunity to bring and swap a book you’ve read for one you haven’t;  a few jigsaws to browse and borrow, if you wish. Best of all there will be smiling, friendly faces and the chance to chat and catch up!  


APCM 
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary. 


BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection of Christian books on the shelf near the coffee area, for you to borrow. The books cover a range of topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books. And if you really enjoyed one of them and wish to keep it or pass it on to a friend who might enjoy it then please do.
We will aim to rotate some of the titles as and when and if the Library proves popular we will hopefully try and obtain some more.  
Happy reading!
Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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