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 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                                     19TH APRIL 2026



Services this week
		Sunday 19th April					8.00		Holy Communion
							10.00		Café Church
							10.30		Holy Communion 
									at All Saints’, Dagnall
							12.00		Parish Lunch in Village Hall
		Monday 20th         				19.30		Ringing Practice
		Wednesday 22nd 					10.00		Holy Communion
		Thursday 23rd  					18.00		Beavers
		Sunday 26th 					10.00		Parish Eucharist
							11.00		Joy’s Retirement Event
		


                                           Hymns Today
    386, 411
	

			
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service EB  today, 
WILL NOT BE LIVE streamed.

	 	
		Collect
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.Amen




ACTS 2:14a, 36–41
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, ‘Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’  Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’  And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’  So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added to their number.
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God

Luke 24:13–35
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you O Lord
On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.  While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’  They stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’  Jesus asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.  Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.  Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see Jesus.’  Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how



foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’  Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.  But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’  So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; and he vanished from their sight.  They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’  That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.  They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’  Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
This  is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ


A verse for us to reflect on: Psalm 95:6
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the LORD our Maker
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 









FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the Orthodox Chrch and in our own diocese, Churches in the Deanery of St Albans.
In our own community we pray today for all who live in Brownlow Aenue, Slcket’s Lane. The Willows, Swansons and Townside.
We pray for sidespeople, readers, flower arrangrs and imtercession leaders.
In the wider world we pray our growth in patience, humility and forgiveness.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Walter Smith, Nora Roberts, Jack Stock, Spencer Fountaine, Doris Dunsby, Brian Neale, Jean-Paul Wendeler and Kenneth Gower.

NOTICES


JOY’S RETIREMENT EVENT
Joy's last service with us will be at 10am next Sunday, 26th April.  After the service there will be a presentation of gifts followed by a buffet lunch to which all are invited.  Do come to the service if you can, and stay to enjoy the refreshments whilst taking the opportunity to express our thanks to Joy and wish her and Dave a very happy retirement.


APCM AND ELECTORAL ROLL
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary. This week is the last opportunity to enter your name on the Electoral Roll.  Please see Catherine if you need a form.

PEOPLE POWER
Many thanks to those who have offered to help with any of the jobs that we needed to be filled. Volunteers are always welcome!

BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection of Christian books on the shelf near the coffee area, for you to borrow. The books cover a range of topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books; then keep or return!Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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