[image: ]   ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EATON BRAY
         with
    EDLESBOROUGH & ALL SAINTS, DAGNALL 
www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk  email: admin@stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
 WELCOME TO ST MARY’S                           22ND MARCH 2026; Lent 5



Services this week
	Sunday 22nd March	10.00	Holy Communion with Baptism
	Monday 23rd       	19.30	Bell Ringing Practice
	Tuesday 24th  	10.30	Pathlight Group meeting at home of Peter and Laura.
		19.30	Last NCG Lent Group at Totternhoe Church Hall
	Wednesday 25th    	10.00	Holy Communion  
	Thursday 26th  		18.00	Beavers
	Saturday 28th 		10.00	Coffee Morning in Dagnall Church
	Sunday 29th 	 10.00	Palm Sunday.  Churches Together morning worship 
			10.30	Walk of Witness 
			
            	                                Hymns Today
                                              260, Sheet – He’s got the whole world in his hands, 123, 581, 127
	
	                          Important Information
Please note our 10.00 Sunday service today will be live streamed.

Collect
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Isaiah 43:1-7
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:  Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 


called you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.  I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  Because you are precious in my sight and honored and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.  Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Matthew 28:16-20
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you O Lord
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ.

FOR OUR PRAYERS
In our prayers for the Church this week, we pray for the  Holy Catholic Church of Hong Kong and in our own diocese, Churches in the Deanery of Watford.
In our own community we pray today for those who live in Pebblemoor, King’s Mead, The Pastures and Manor Farm Close.
We pray for the development of lay ministries within the church.
In the wider world we pray for education – colleges, universities and continuing education.
We welcome into the fellowship of Christ’s Church, Ella whose baptism we celebrate this morning.
We pray for the sick and those who have died recently.  We pray for all  who are grieving losses.  
At their year’s mind, we remember Len Surry, Neville Shaw, Tina Poole and Harold Millins.


A verse for us to reflect on: Matthew 5:13,14
You are the salt of the earth…you are the life of the world
This verse will be displayed also, in the North Chapel 





NOTICES
EASTER LILIES
If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one towards the cost of the Easter lilies in church, please see Catherine Hayden or Barbara Morton.  Thank you.  

DAGNALL SPRING COFFEE MORNING
Come and enjoy a coffee and some cake as well as catching up with friends, next Saturday, 28th March, from 10.00am – 12.00pm in Dagnall Church. 

PEOPLE POWER
Like all churches, St Mary's needs People Power! Can you help by offering yourself for one of these jobs? 
Parish Safeguarding Officer, PCC Secretary, PCC Member, Deanery Synod Rep, Sidesperson, Music@St Mary’s Organiser, Publicity Helper, Parish Lunch Cook, Church Cleaners, Church Representative on Eaton Bray’s Hall Committee. Pew Leaflet Editor Helper.
If you want to help but not sure what role would be right for you, please speak to Joy, Catherine or Barbara for more information.  We need you!

NCG LENT COURSE 2026    The Adventure of Prayer!
Join the NCG at Totternhoe Church Hall, LU6 1RH on Tuesday 
March 24th at 7.30pm  for the last Lent session of 2026 entitled 
Help! I’m too busy to pray!
Starting with refreshments at 7.30pm, and concluding with a short act of worship and ending at 9.00pm.

WANTED
Empty plastic food package trays, please – for the activity of making Easter Gardens at our Good Friday Messy Church.  

BANNERS
If anyone knows where the 'Messy Church' banner might be found, could they please let Chris Banks know, thank you.



APCM AND ELECTORAL ROLL
This year’s APCM is on 10th May, please put the date in your diary for which last year’s Electoral Roll will shortly be revised. The roll from last year will soon be displayed on the notice board in church during Sunday services. Please advise Gareth Jones (Electoral Roll Officer) of any amendments if needed eg change of address etc.  If you are not on the roll and would like to be included please pick up an application form from the central bookcase in church or speak to Gareth or Catherine Hayden (Churchwarden).   Many Thanks, Gareth

BOOKS FOR YOU TO BORROW
The Prayer Matters group has now added a few more brand new books to the selection of Christian books on the shelf near the coffee area, for you to borrow. The books cover a range of topics from biography (such as John Bunyan and Billy Graham); stories of mission; personal testimony; plus encouragement through subjects like grief or prayer.
Please feel free to read and enjoy these books. And if you really enjoyed one of them and wish to keep it or pass it on to a friend who might enjoy it then please do.
We will aim to rotate some of the titles as and when and if the Library proves popular we will hopefully try and obtain some more.  
Happy reading!
MAUNDY THURSDAY VIGIL
As is customary, a silent vigil will be kept in church from the end of the evening service on Maundy Thursday [2nd April].
If you are able and are willing to participate could you please add your name(s)  to the sheet now on the bookcase.  Thank you.

PATHLIGHT GROUP
Our next Pathlight group will meet 24th March at 10.30 at the home of Peter and Laura Janes. The monthly group is aimed at taking an informal look at reading and connecting with God’s word for us in the Bible. Everyone welcome and no commitment to come every time! Do speak to Chriss H, Diane G or Peter/Laura for their address.


Vicar: Revd Joy Cousans (01525 220261)
Please note: Joy’s day off is Friday - 
                     Please do not contact her on this day.
Churchwarden: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
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